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AIA Continuing Education Overview 

The American Institute of Architects (AIA) was created in 1857. Through education, 
government advocacy, community redevelopment, and public outreach activities, the AIA 
works toward a public environment that is responsive to the people it serves while 
representing the professional interests of America’s architects.  

The AIA recognizes that continuing education in architecture is crucial to advancing and 
improving the profession. Architects need continuing education to maintain competency, to 
prepare for the future, to fulfill the continuing education requirements for AIA membership, 
and frequently to renew state licensure. 

Currently, architectural boards in 42 states and the District of Columbia, 11 Canadian 
Provinces, and 19 countries have implemented mandatory continuing education (MCE) for 
state license renewal. Architects must register with a state licensing board to practice in that 
state. AIA member architects are licensed to practice in an average of four states each, 
which means they must meet each state’s MCE requirements. Because each individual 
state establishes its own MCE requirements, these may vary from state to state. Approved 
providers should familiarize themselves with MCE requirements in the states where they 
offer educational courses. Knowledge of such requirements as state license renewal 
deadlines or specific subjects (such as accessibility) can help you plan and anticipate 
architect education needs in your area. Visit the AIA/CES Web site page on state mandatory 
continuing education for more information.  

 

AIA Continuing Education Requirement for Members 

AIA architect members are required to complete 18 learning unit (LU) hours of continuing 
education per year for membership renewal. In 2009 this requirement affected 
approximately 56,000 AIA registered architect members. Of those 18 LU hours, at least 8 
hours must be on Health, Safety, and Welfare (HSW) topics. Of those 8 HSW hours, at 
least 4 hours must be on topics relating to sustainable design (SD), as illustrated below.    

AIA Members must complete 18 total hours per year: 

10 hours of coursework may be on a wide range of general course topics of the member’s 
choosing (which may include Health, Safety, and Welfare [HSW] or Sustainable Design 
[SD] topics). 

08 hours of coursework must be in HSW topics, and  

                            04 of the 08 hours of HSW must also be on SD topics. 
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AIA members complete 18 hours of continuing education annually. Eight hours relate to Health, 
Safety and Welfare topics: four of these eight must also qualify as Sustainable Design topics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE: AIA continuing education requirements in many cases differ from the state MCE 
requirements. For instance, the AIA accepts coursework on general course topics, but 
many states accept only HSW coursework.  

 

AIA Continuing Education System (AIA/CES) 
The AIA Continuing Education System (also known as AIA/CES) is a thriving, multifaceted, 
lifelong professional development program and the largest source of education specifically 
targeted to the design and building industry. This course was developed by the AIA to help 
members meet their state mandatory continuing education (MCE) requirements and to help 
them fulfill their AIA continuing education requirement for membership renewal. Most state 
licensing boards with MCE requirements recognize AIA/CES as the primary source of 
continuing education for their licensed architects. In addition, AIA/CES tracks continuing 
education courses taken by members and records them on their AIA transcripts as a 
service and as a benefit of AIA membership. 

 

AIA/CES Mission 
The AIA/CES mission is to support AIA members in mastering new knowledge and skills to 
meet the changing requirements of the profession and to responsibly meet the role that 
society entrusts to architects. AIA/CES supports its continuing education mission through its 
Approved Provider Program, which consists of a network of AIA/CES Approved Providers. 
AIA/CES hopes to inspire and guide Approved Providers to consistently deliver quality 
education courses for architects.  
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AIA/CES Approved Providers 
AIA/CES Approved Providers are organizations that have been approved by AIA/CES to 
provide continuing education in accordance with the guidelines outlined in this manual. 
Approved Providers include architecture firms and stakeholder providers, which include 
associations, government agencies, product manufacturers, and universities. In addition, 
AIA Components and AIA National in-house departments are also AIA/CES providers. 

CES Providers are categorized as follows:  

 Basic provider 
A provider authorized to offer face-to-face continuing education courses in one AIA 
designated region. Basic providers are not eligible to offer distance learning.* 
 

  Regional provider 
A provider authorized to offer face-to-face continuing education courses in two AIA 
designated regions. Regional providers are not eligible to offer distance learning. 
 

 Passport provider 
A provider authorized to offer face-to-face and distance learning courses nationally and 
internationally.  
 

 Professional provider 
A provider authorized to offer face-to-face and distance learning nationally and 
internationally. This provider category is reserved for academic institutions, government 
agencies, and nonprofit associations, construction, engineering, design, and consulting 
firms. In addition, this category also applies to any organization that will offer a one-time 
continuing education course or event (for example, a conference) within a one-year 
renewal cycle.  
 

 Platform provider 
An umbrella provider that charges other companies or organizations a service fee for 
developing, maintaining, or hosting its online continuing education courses. A platform 
provider takes responsibility (on behalf of the companies or organizations it serves) for 
adhering to all AIA/CES guidelines, which include registering courses, reporting 
participant credit, and all record keeping. A platform provider is authorized to offer its own 
branded face-to-face and distance learning courses nationally and internationally.  
 

  Architecture firm provider 
A provider that is an architecture firm in which a principal or owner is an AIA member. In 
addition, there are two types of architecture firm providers: internal and external.  

                                                           
* Distance learning includes courses offered online, via written correspondence (for example, published 
articles), podcasts, and so on. For more information on distance learning please see the distance learning 
section of the manual. 

 



11 
 

Internal  
An architecture firm authorized to offer face-to-face and distance learning courses to its 
firm employees only, regardless of the employees’ location.  

External 
An architecture firm authorized to offer face-to-face and distance learning courses 
nationally and internationally, both internally to its own employees (regardless of the 
employees’ location) and externally to others.  

 

NOTE: AIA/CES Approved Providers are not allowed to share their assigned provider 
numbers with other agencies, firms, companies, organizations, or individuals who are not 
approved by AIA/CES to provide courses. AIA/CES provider numbers and approved status 
are conferred solely for the purpose of providing high-quality continuing education for our 
members. By allowing others to use your provider number, the quality of the education 
provided is compromised. AIA/CES Approved Providers are expected to uphold all 
standards and guidelines in this Provider Manual. 

Failure to uphold these policies, guidelines, and standards may result in the loss of your 
Approved Provider status. 

 

Approved Providers Are Not AIA Members 
NOTE: Because AIA/CES Approved Providers are not AIA members, they are not entitled 
to AIA member benefits.  

However, CES provider status has its own benefits, including the following: 

 Free course advertising in the online CES Course Directory, the largest international 
listing of courses specifically targeted to the design and building industry 
 

 The opportunity to offer education to more than 80,000 AIA members 
 

  Authorization to use the official AIA/CES logo to promote affiliation and educational 
offerings 
 

  Discounted rates on provider workshops and other specially targeted training courses 
and events 
 

  Free subscription to the monthly CES Provider Connection e-newsletter with the latest 
CES news and related industry developments 

 

  



12 
 

Members Seek Education from Approved Providers 

AIA members seek continuing education courses from AIA/CES Approved Providers 
because most states with MCE requirements recognize AIA/CES as the primary source of 
continuing education for licensed architects and accept many of our courses. AIA/CES 
maintains a high-quality education system that is acceptable to the state licensing boards. 
In addition, courses taken from Approved Providers are automatically tracked and posted to 
a member’s AIA transcript as a benefit of AIA membership. Many state licensing boards 
accept the AIA/CES transcript as documentation of continuing education coursework. This 
means that our central record-keeping system may be the only documentation AIA 
members need to satisfy their state licensing requirements. 

 

AIA/CES Provider Assessments  
AIA/CES conducts provider assessments to ensure that the CES guidelines outlined in this 
manual are being followed in the field. All Approved Providers are subject to random 
assessments. In addition, provider assessments may be prompted by complaints from 
participants, by other providers, or at the request of state licensing boards. Provider 
assessments may be conducted by participants, AIA/CES staff, or consultants who sit in on 
a course anonymously.  

Be proactive about adhering to the guidelines, and be sure to comply with the 
administrative process for submitting courses and attendance. A provider found to be out of 
compliance with the guidelines outlined here will be required to make immediate changes or 
risk forfeiting the provider status.  

Refer to AIA/CES Quality Assurance Policies and Procedures Guidelines and 
Approved Provider Assessment Guide sections of this manual for additional information 
about provider assessments. 

 
  


